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am old

remember things the way | want to

have great memories of many places and
people that | have met in our quest to
pursue optimal outcomes for our patient on
dialysis
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Vascular Access for Hemodialysis

These meetings were a little like a one man band

A number of prominent individuals were interested Iin
starting a society, where many could buy into meeting
and topics

VASA was created, first President Fred Schild

Only multidisciplinary vascular access society in the
Americas

Has provided a forum to share our knowledge and
results in order to improve outcomes for out patients
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The Players

Surgeons - initially the creators and innovators of
vascular access procedures, now provide wide
services
Radiologists — Transitioned from providing information
Technical services
Caregiver - evaluation, study, intervention, follow-
up
Nephrologists — already were caregivers
Integrated knowledge of disease process and
dialysis
Understood process and needs

Transitioned to access providers with diagnosis,
therapy even creators THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
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The Players

Nurses/Technicians — had intimate day-to-day
knowledge of process and problems

First line evaluators of dysfunction
Expert cannulators

Access Coordinator — manages repository of patients,
Interface with all other providers and patients, handles
timeline of care, data management

Commercial partners — works with clinicians to develop
new devices and techniques
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Observations / Lessons

Come a long way in how we report our outcomes

Clinical studies have helped us understand successes and
failures

Initially retrospective with widely varying outcomes,
frequently defined by interest and level of expertise

Studies have matured due to prospective approach,
randomization, and improved data collection and follow-up
(EMR?)
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Observations / Lessons

Pre-implant vascular mapping now routine

Lessons about physical exam of fistula, healthy and
dysfunctional, continue to help outcomes and can focus

testing
Concept of surveillance continues to be helpful

Transition from inpatient services to full-availability
outpatient facilities
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Observations / Lessons

Reporting initially in a wide variety of journals with a wide
variety of readers

VA for Hemodialysis I-X provided collected views

Journal of Vascular Access created
Meetings such as this infrequent initially, now more popular
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Lessons

Interventional/’non-invasive” approach has continued to
be successful and is still maturing

It takes a team to provide the optimal outcomes for our
patients

The future is ahead of us!!
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